











S4 T)VEBWVEIHE (54 2R Z0MD5E
HHRE) (F. =00 ISDHFENREL. B
EAVDEDH VNS HEZTITOND, BER
DS DISEFERDEERFE D, HESHERT
DFREEHLD. TOFHICLDEYIE. FE(ICR
DOTTHEICES SN, BELICEEDDOHE
[ClF. IFHBEIFHNY—T v M TREYD—E7Z
BRICKBECIFIRGECED. CDKD(THbE L
BEHA T DERADHEDERIN TS,

BEERAT DI (T4 Y AZDMDELEH
W) & =009 FARIIS, RvF
ATV ITERNRET D, TNTCOHFHHEAED
ez LIEMMZERE L TLDDIFTIEE
W HEYIHEER (—%K1.400X K)UAE
HDIFRFEE, BECKOTIETEIC2RDIFERHTE
DPIABEELDT —ADHDD. TDIEFN MRS
. EHEANDORHY) ([CFHTDfeHIc. —E7%=
FRDSHESICESD U, & BIC—EBIE g HEED
BFHNY—T v NCTIRFES D,

SH. JU—IVROEDHICHFHLER
ZROBNN—T v D DD, CCTRHHEP AR
EEZF. BERTOHICHEUCEYZIRTT 5.
TNIFEDDRENT. —BIERFELCD
FEAEDENBIEWVWHEY CTH D, BEFIC.
HADERDODFAIFLETLEZENSDERE EA
ZHIR L. Ffc. AMGEEN S DHERBADU X
JHEIETF VD,

B#&IC. JU—2rZY ROHHMEICBNTE
HERFERZDCEVWTHRE, Ficld. BAR
BICMNDHRBAEDMNE R Z I TeshIC. EUD
B2 FODEE(CHEL. BEYDD FHIEEDH
HIETN TV D,

IdU—=VT YV RDRA—=I\—X—T v Kk FI—
VDU EDF. EFERBEEEDREEZE ST
%, Ffe. TOHDmBEEEF. —BEAKNN
MBELTHED., COR—BEICBWVWTIFTESICE
RDFBNZEZIFT TS,

FHABCB RO —T v hEfElFRDKE

FRemzEalc. TOWEYZINBEED L
T ORI DA T Sz HRE CR
(TED C&ICIED. CDRECHOSIFBEPZD
OHBZBATHIENTED, Ffe. IFHIC
MBIz L. WEZRiT. \mUSADNA
ZTOMRBZMOEDSHFHEITDHENTED
DTHBo

INpMEERICEDEb IU—-25Y RTITH
NCTELPDHFTHD, TU—2TY RHPKRER
ECTHHIEND. INHBFALDEEFTELED.
BCOHEEDDDNBEVDFEREL O, LD
L. INTOODBEVE. TeEAIFRHEE LT
B URITEATNELD & BN A)LBBENTEHIC
FATVLD E JU—SY MERDETITH
N,

OLEDERICEADCED DD, TIFOB. 15
FRICKR D CIE. EfFiRE BRBIEROXAFE(C
ABREBHDICTEFN . ZDDRRIFELICTR
ZLUTWVD, iEHeEEZzRETDENDORD
N WEZXRIUVKRD ET DM FERIEE
BNEZEZILD D C EICDIENR DD IEL .
Z(F. BREEREIMRESNDONENEDSNT
DD RESNAONERLLETHREICDVTE:R
(FEW BEFLDICZENZRITI DN EWNDC
ETHD. MERERDAETEE EDBEZT

IINBIRICRDZ VOIS DH#E
Photo by KNAPK Chairman Leif Fontaine



UML)

D2CLBDKDIC, JU—2USY FORERDEN
BHAMEHDBRICIEE SSNTLIEL,

JU—2Z 0 BICBIT S BEMILEM DIREE
BE (&, FIImDERARIEZIEKR T HIEEDHES & (FE
1580 WEWNANSEFMIRZRIET DICHDERE
FER (o, fosig. POm) ZiRU. EEI DIcs
[CHNETHD. £EFDEHDITRERERIHDE
EFEDYIDDTE TOCBHEIET NETH D,

EEHREAERROREICE T 2 ERZERD
BT, —BOALEREEREICEERDNTATN
(&, EFOFERE U TCOBBRDERIFAAREEEE
RUCEC. U UED S, ERZERDHRT. &
FHRZES T I L(F. BICYRT AICEED
NATDENDIEREFITEDSBDTFEL,
ZTNUFHTCRABRDAEERZIETE UfIEE(C
BEDO<H0DTE,

HAERBNFHERICBWNTIE BEDIZHIC,
KONRNILHETTENKDOSND. Fe. #i/c
BREDPNEELD, ZNHTBICHLDINAZ
"o DUhEM ZEEH T, UD U ZIICIFER
RKDFBEZIBKRTDEWVNDIANZXAIFEL,
ERNRERICHITDENINEKRIT D EHEL,

EEGIE FEAEDTRDSIE LIFHESZE/N
EPEREDEMBRFICHD. BEGE. BFBxY
EDVHDORNZZR L. SHICHREOAIETZEZR
BDOBEMICECRR CE DB CIKITNIFTE SR,
FLDEFA~TA—NVDE CH D, TEEE
FDEFHA~BEE T, MOFEZR(TDHAEIIC
R ESRRTEHE T UIRITNISTE STE N, BRI ETE
BCTON. SEOVIDE. A ANEDSREICER
EFNIFTRIC, E\EDD D —HOEZRE UL
(FNUFTESTE

SFHIECHIFDBEE G IER

HCDEFRHBRICEATDIWCADORSEICAL
CEOHBESNDRRE. BADBERZIRA

10

TOMEED b VHENEET D VDR EE
HEI D, CNIEBRADGHRNFESIERESIEG
HIDRT, REERFHGFTONTEc. HLFEA
BRrUOZDMERRBICATDHHECEHL. FE
IWCZEZDfDNGOSMED SDRRZE >
TWd,
U= S RKEICBIF DRI, BAEICR
FENTVDEERFIC, BRICIKETDEWVDHE
BZERD, TNIE. TEEFRERETCHELNIERD
ARVPEENECICUTHERRDNODT—F K
DBHEVDERITBDTHD. BIEIRIEDRED
BHEOFQEVICBWNT, £ SOLERE
ENBEERREB URDITREZR O ELE
HOEBIFEWV, fefL. JU—2r5 7 RIFERERSD
BBV TIFRERIEDUEICEH TN D,
FUR=UOBROTU—=rTV RE, BEHE
([ChlcO BEDRFEFREFHERICEAT DIEHRZS
<OXETRERBUTE . JU—2T Y RICBIF
BDZVUOITESTHARITISOEFHEDHE
SNDERDEEEF. 1987EH 520078

DHE. HADFHERSHECIDAFISHT
ENTED,

1991F[CIWCIE. BAIU—2S Y RICHIT
DARBEN OB/ ONDEADFEMNEEFST70
b THBHEERUC, COMEEFTI965F

IWCH 5 DEHRZE KD DI U— T ROEIRE
(2008FENAMMCOFER=#H CEENRT)



h51985F X TOF BRI, IED5,
SVOUISR2328]. FAHRIISOHE,. Yk
DOISVT4BICEDVTCHESNICBDTHD
Do COHEEL. IWCEKMEERBKIURE
REFREBINEZEERICEADERINC. ULHUL
IWCHEIZCHMERICI O THEEN BT
Nl &ld. INFET—EBEL,
SOICHERERDSOEREICKD, TU—Y
T2 NFRELAIRETF A ER ss 2 B E DA (12
HIdLEROONTND, FIcEFIC, H
Bl AR, WERR. UEICEISI CICHREA
HFDT—F EEBITAEDHDIFE LS NF
E7ZRET S EHKHSNTLD,
CNEDBEFICIERABDEHTALIE. FFHED
WS EHAITDEF B R UREEDIcH DT
ISLZREITHTELEICLTVD, TORICE
LT, IWCIBRED SBEZIRITNIEFENTHD

%o B4l JU—2rS Y ROWESTEG KUTE
E(CHIFTARROESIRICDONT,  (BZ5<

(&, 2010FDFR=HEC) IWCICHRET DT
e el DX QAT

BOTFYEMICESNICBRDAR (EERF



UML)

Whaling and sharing food are traditional
ways of living in Greenland

Amalie Jessen

Permanent Secretary of Departement of Fisheries,
Hunting and Agriculture of Greenland

As indicated in 2008, after the denial of the request for 10
humpback whales off West Greenland, Greenland once again
introduced the proposal for a schedule amendment on humpback
whales at the 61st Annual Meeting in IWC in Madeira. Some
background information are attached to the amendment.

Greenland kindly asked for a consensus on the schedule
amendment, and if not possible to put the proposal for a vote.

This year 2009, Greenland celebrated the National Day on
Sunday the 21st of June. This is a very big and important day
for us Kalaallit (Greenlanders), because it marks both our 30th
anniversary of Home Rule Government and Greenlands attainment
of Self-Government.

As part of this very big celebration, two of the bowhead whales
taken in our hunt this year are being distributed throughout our
towns and settlements for all of our people to share.

In relation to the request, I would first like to address certain
issues that have been raised in recent years, regarding our
aboriginal subsistence hunting. Last year, some parties raised
questions on the distribution of whale meat in Greenland and the
perceived “commercialisation” of this distribution. A number
of views, not based on facts, were aired. In order to secure a
discussion based on facts, the following information can be given.
Greenland has over time provided IWC with ample information as
to the hunt of whales and the circumstances around this hunt.

As a matter of fact, about 20 years ago, the same question asked
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during the Subcommittee meeting in June 2009 was raised where
Greenland also provided answer the following year. As you will
see, nothing much has changed.

As you can see whale hunting is part of our modern life today,
however Greenland is also a traditional hunting society, where
food is gathered by those who are able to take it. Opportunities for
employment in Greenland are limited and for many of our people,
hunting and sharing of food resources offers the only opportunity
for food of our own sources. Our hunting is opportunistic, given
the resources available, as different species migrate around our
settlements. These resources are shared throughout Greenland. As
it is known, we do not export our whale products, because it is
not allowed as a condition by the IWC.

Our approximately 18 towns and 60 settlements are spread
along a coastline measuring 44,000 kilometres. Many of our towns
and settlements are accessible only by boat or air, and many
of these are accessible for only part of the year due to ice cover
during winter or due to the darkness.

14 out of the other 18 whale hunting villages are able to take a
combination of minke, fin, and until 1985, humpback whales, and
from this year’s season, bowhead whales as well in the Disko Bay
area.

The Greenland whale hunt, relevant to the IWC, consists of two
forms. One is the rifle hunt of minke whales conducted from small
boats and the other is the harpoon hunt conducted from fishing
vessels mounted with harpoon cannons.

The hunt (requiring a license and other conditions) is only
aimed at minke whales and can take place from the smallest of the
communities stretching along the coast. The hunt is a local affair
as the transport opportunities away from the area normally are
not available. The proceeds from this hunt are distributed to the
hunters involved. The hunters are free to barter or sell parts of the
proceeds in the local open air markets of nearby communities if a
market is to be found, thereby ensuring that the local community
has a secured supply of meat.
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The harpoon hunt (also requiring a license and other
commitments) is directed against minke whales, fin whales and
now also bowhead whales. Not all local communities have a
vessel with a harpoon cannon. The proceeds from the hunt are
partly distributed to the crew of the vessel and partly sold at
the open air market of the community in question in order to
cover the costs of the hunt (vessel costs, crew remuneration and
grenades which cost approximately 1400 US dollars each and
some hunts require 2 grenades).

In any Greenlandic town today you will find an open air market
for fresh products: here hunters and fishermen sell their catch,
normally caught the same day. Catch of the Day-fresh and healthy
and a minimum of CO2 emissions! At the same time the use of
our natural resources is also reducing the import of food from
industrialised countries. This is also reducing the risk of western
diseases.

Finally, a smaller part of the hunt is processed, according to
EU veterinary standards, in one locality in Greenland, in order to
cover the needs of those local communities not having access to
their own whaling or those communities having a meat deficit.

One supermarket chain is a coop; and two distribution
companies are partially owned by our Self-Government, with
operations in one subsidized by the government.

When the hunters share their catch through the local markets
or the larger distribution network, they receive cash for the meat
they provide. With this cash, they are able to buy other meat and
other products from the other towns, and they are able to replenish
their hunting equipment so that they can continue to take and
provide whale meat and product.

This has been the way in Greenland for many, many
generations. It is how we live, and it is how we are able to share
with each other, given that Greenland is a large island. But all
sharing is with citizens of Greenland, whether they live in the
same village as the hunter or a village many miles away.

One thing is certain: the distinction, in some quarters, between
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subsistence and commercial harvest is artificial. The two
phenomena intertwine. It is a distinction which only serves to
attempt a neo-colonial control under the verbal cover of protecting
endangered species.

The question is not whether endangered species should be
protected. Everyone agrees that they should! The question is how
it should be done. None of the large whales related to Greenland,
which the Scientific Committee has clear management advice on,
are endangered.

The strategy of marine mammal hunting in Greenland is not the
strategy of a commercial enterprise going for profit maximization.

The cash income is necessary to buy and operate the means of
production (boat, outboard motor and petrol) required in carrying
out subsistence hunting, and the intertwined nature of subsistence
and cash generating activities should be sufficiently clarified.

In the international discussion about the difference between
subsistence and commercial hunting, some people have
maintained that no definition of a hunt as “subsistence” is
possible if money is put into the distribution channels at all. In the
international debate, however, the rejection of commercial hunting
was not just based on money entering the system but on the
volume of the catch assuming a profit maximizing function.

Also in a socio-economic whale hunting, proper, investments
not only call for more efficient hunting methods, they also
necessitate new investments and create a need for still more
income. However, there is no profit maximizing mechanism and
no ensuing increase in the pressure on the resource in question.

Most of the flensing sites are small islands or on the mainland
with stone or rocky shores where it is easiest to haul the whale.
The site also has to fulfill the situation where the operators
have to take into consideration the tide and the current and the
possibilities to turn the carcass. The tide difference could be
between 4-7 metres. There are about 4-6 hours between low and
high tide, so it is a matter of time to finish the flensing before the
tide is disturbing the flensing. The flensing has to be planned so
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the carcass can be turned so the other side can be flensed before
the meat is affected by the warm blood, meat and intestines.
Subsistence whaling needs and conversion factors

Another concern raised with the way we report to the
Commission on our subsistence whaling is related to the
requirement that we convert our quota into tonnage of meat and
other product, which always has been required by our traditional
multi-species hunt. We have heard the concerns raised by
Commissioners and other IWC participants with our reporting on
meat and other product taken from our whales.

Whaling in Greenland waters is at the same time strictly
regulated and at the same time opportunistic in nature, which
also helps explain why the length and hereby also the weight
of whales from the subsistence hunt often are lower than
data coming from the commercial hunt. In combination with
the practicalities of the flensing situation, the yield from the
subsistence hunt is not and can never be as efficient as that from
the commercial. Greenland will work to improve where possible.

Denmark/Greenland has provided information on its aboriginal
subsistence whaling needs in a number of documents over the
years. The vyield of meat, blubber and skin from the subsistence
hunt of minke and fin whales in Greenland are available from
hunter reporting schemes in the period 1987-2007.

In 1991 the IWC accepted and endorsed that the annual need of
meat from large whales in West Greenland was 670 tonnes. The
need was estimated on the basis of the average annual catches
of 232 minke whales, 9 fin whales and 14 humpbacks through
the years from 1965 to 1985. This estimate was calculated by the
“Technical Committee” and the “Aboriginal Subsistence Whaling
Sub-committee.” The need has never been met by the catch limits
allocated by the IWC.

Again to respond to the Scientific Committee, Greenland is
asked to provide verifiable measurement equipment to our hunters
and standardized protocols for measurement together with the
already reported data on sex, length, date and position of capture.
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To respond to these information requests, we plan to develop
a program for updating and standardizing the measurement
techniques used by our hunters. We appreciate advice and
input from members of the Commission and will report to the
Commission-probable at its 2010-meeting on the structure of our
program and our progress in working toward the goal of improved
measurement.

Photo by Fernando Ugarte
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A sighting and sampling vessel, Yushin-Maru No. 2, going forward through stormy
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A whaling vessel in Greenland
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The title of this publication “ISANA” is an ancient Japanese word composed of two

Chinese characters, the first meaning “brave” and the second “fish”.
“Brave fish” pronounced “ISANA” in Japanese denotes “a whale”.

To the Japanese in the ancient times, whale was a kind of fish, and it was thought to

be “brave” and “great”.

Because of this image of the whale, whale meat was served at the felicitous occasions

such as weddings, and other communal festivities.
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